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death-bed on a view of thfe effects 
of the pernicious system in which he 
hRd been the ostensible actor, and 
inistakingly identifying his own want 
of success with the supposed welfare 
of the state, exclaira, ' " Ah, my 
country !" and well might Charles 
James Fox close his career of un- 
successful opposition to such fatal 
measures, by saying, in contemplation 
of the difficulties into which bis coun- 
try had been brought, " My friends, 
1 pity you." 

May renovated order, and all re- 
storing reform arise out of the present 
confusion. Whether we contemplate 
our internal state, or our external 
relations, the necessity of reform is 
by the experience of erery successive 
day becoming more apparent to those 
who will open their eyes to see the 
dangers which await us ! We arfe 
told of the dangers of reform, by men 
interested in the continuance of abuses, 
but the dangers of an obstinate reten- 
tion of corruption, and a senseless 
pertinacity m error, are more to be 
tir^aded, as pressing more fatally on 
us in the present crisis, as prognostics 
of the disease which afflicts us. 

DO CUME NTS. 

tSOCLAMATlQS OF THE SPANISH JUNTA. 

Cadiz, July 12. 
" CniiBNS oT Cadiz — ^Your wishes 
We now to be accoropiished with those of 
all Spam. Year sacred rights, forgotten 
•lid nearly lost, wiU be restoied by the 
Cortes to be convened in the foHowvng 
month. You are about to exeici>e the so- 
Itma functions of legislatois, of which 
you have been deprived by tyranny, 
f&lsely called legitimate and soveieign au- 
thority. With difficulty we have arrest- 
ed the sword of power, which has caused the 
•vils thai we deplore, to return to you 
your jiist claim to have independent re- 
pi-8sentati»ei who shall watch over your 
happiness. The oppressor of human nature 
would not have advanced s* far in his at- 
tempts at universal despotism, if the na- 
tions under bis iron sway had known bow 
10 (naitttam the dignity of men and citi- 
(ens, which knowledge constitutes the vi- 
gour atad strength of Empires. Histoi y , 
Citizens, has taught us by more than one 
example how much Spam' has been in- 
debted to that heroic fortitude, which, m 
ear Cortes, has itaade Kings themselves 
•uenabte for the abuse at their power 



Remember that Princes have sometime* 
treated you as it they had no duties, and 
you no 1 ignts, and as i f the uttering of your 
complaints were a crime against the State. 
" Commence then youi duties in Spain, 
which IS a» free to you a> it was to your an - 
Cestois. For this purpose employ the right 
Of suffiage, which you enjoy by natuie 
and by th« constitution of your country ; 
aud let not intrigue and seduction surprise 
you in the very asylum of your liberty, 
dTctatiiigto you the selection nnichought 
to, be the unbiassed exercise of your Will 
and pleasuie. Favour, fiiendship, ranfc 
and piopeity give no title, and it is not br 
men possessing these that the country is 
to be saved. Patviotism, latent, merit 
proved by experience — these it is, 
that should claim your attention. He who 
solicits your vote, and employs aitifices 
to attract public approbation, estimates 
at alow rate the independence of agene.^ 
reus people, and ought to be marked by 
you as a suspicious character. True pa- 
triotism possesses too much genuine mo- 
desty to be the hero of its own story j 
and would rather convince you by deeds 
than words that it deserves your con- 
fidence. 

" Neither ought you to forget that you 
are responsible to your children and pos- 
terity, t'oi the faithful discharge of your 
duty on this occasion. Since the i^-.es- 
tablishment of the Monaichy, you are 
peihapslhe only Spaniards who have en- 
joyed so fair an opportunity to give per- 
manence and solidity to civil institution. 
I(, aftei two years of uncertainty and 
vacillation, when you have been soofte.i 
brought to the edge ot the precipice, 
you do iirtt yet discover the origin of your 
calamities to consist in the imperfect le- 
preseiitation of the national will, what 
will be the consequence ? The govern- 
ment and all good citizens will lament 
your culpable blindness, and they wi/1 
have at least the negative consolation of 
knowing that history will point you out 
as the destroyers ot your family, and the 
assassins of vour (:oufitry. 

*' You cannot now justify yourselves, as 
at the commencement of the revolution, 
by-lhe c6nsternatioii ihio which the ene- 
my threw the country, so that havij^g no 
means of chusing and examiniug, you 
were given up to clamorous preteiidvis 
who availed themselves of the confusioiv, 
to domineer over you ; nor can you vin- 
dicate yourselves by professing that you 
aie the dupes of intrigue, as the paiiihil 
experience of two years has taught you 
how to detect and despise it. You are 
now enabled to exercise talm lefltction, 
and to overcome thus« in,ttuBtn.ts which 
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desM<;nifg men ivould dispense to deceive 
yoii. 

" Recollect, that aecoidnig as. you act 
xtj^btly or wroDgty, you tiittablibb the ho- 
ii/«ji oi &Y the disgiace of Spam — eterj 
t!«>io depentls> upon the iiite.jirty -of the 
jnemhersofthe Aui'ust assembly which is 
soitninly to declare the immutable prin- 
ciples of justice, aiid ts conseciate .betoie 
tyfants the hallowed i jghts ol nations. 

"ThisSupeiioi Junta eairiestly hopes, 
ccHi>iidtnng the impoitaiice, of the busi- 
ness eiitiusted to you, and iigidly observ- 
lug the ftiles piescnled to you for the 
election, you will, prevent any corrupt 
intei lereiioe, and you will pi-e-seive in your 
lecoUecuon, that if you aie uufaithlu], 
you will do all in youi power to pioiiiote 
the eternal disgrace of your posterity. 
" By ordei ot the Supenoi Junta, 
"LODIS^DE GalWOlLO, bee. 

" To Andi-eu Lopez, Pi-esident. 

" Co(ix,,JuueB, 1810." 

SLAVh, CAUSE., 

PRIVY COUNCIL APPEALS. 

On Saturday, the gSthofJuly, 1*10, 
the loids commissioners of appeals in 
piize causes finishtd then sittings for the 
session , and pievious to then adjouin- 
roent they gave judgment >ia vinous re- 
ceived (aaes of gieat luipoitance. One 
of them especially was of the gveatest in- 
teiesltothe fiiends of hbeity, and hu- 
manity, audits decision was such as will 
doubtlfo, gne gieat and equal satisfaction 
in this I'ountiy and Ameuca, 

CASE OF THE AMEOII;— JAMES JOHNSON, 
MASTER. 

This w.qg a vessel uiidti Aiiieiican eo- 
louis vvi-th slaves tioni Africa, captmed 
in Deceinbei, fSO'V, in the West indies, 
andcaiiitd into Toitola. The claimant 
pi'fetendtd that she was boBiid to Chaile^- 
ton, booth Caioluia, vvbeie the^ importa- 
tion of slaves continued to be lawful to the 
end of that year-, but that ha^ ing been 
detained on the co.ist, and there being no 
prospect of leachihg Cbaileston befoie 
the 1st day of January, 1808, the period 
a|vpointed for the cessation of the Slave 
'1 lade in every pait^of the United Slates, 
by a law of the General Congress, the 
Mdstei oi necessity bore away for the 
island of Cuba, theie to wait diiections 
iioin his owneis. 

It was contended, on the other hand, by 
the captoi, that this statement was a 
mtie pietence, and that, m tiutb, theo- 
rigiiial plan of the voyage vvas u Uestvna- 
tion to Cubdj which was unlawful undei 
the Ameiican laws, long pievious to the u 
geneial abolition of the s.ave-tiade. 

Admitting, howevei, the case so to be, 
it was stit-jniously contended foi the 



cl a' ma lit*, that aBikisb court of prizp 
had no right to take any cognizance of 
American municipal law, and that as no 
belligerent 1 tg'bt of this countiy had been 
violated, the pioperty oughtto Berestoied 
to Ihfc neutiai owner. A seiieSof piece- 
dcnts seemed to.sappoit this doctrine. 

The ship was condemned at Toitola, 
and the enstavefd Africans weie accbrding 
to our aboliiJion act, restoied to then fiee- 
doai , bu,t the Clainiant appealed, and the 
libeuy of the All leans,, af well as thepio- 
peity of the shjps, depended oh the issue 
of this appeal. 

The erase wasi solemnly argued m Maich 
lasl, and as, in the opinion ot thecouit. 
It tuinedori the uew quotiou of the effect 
of the Anierican and Biitish abolition acts 
on this specie* of contraband conimeice, 
when biought btfoie a court of prize, the 
e.i'-e, on aceonnt of its iinpoitance, has 
since stood ovei for judgment. Several 
other cases ot Ameiican slave ships have 
aliro stood ovei , as depending on the same 
gLuera) qucstioti. 

Uu-the above day |he judgment of the 
couitiyas delivered by SiiyWiii. Grant, the 
master of the rolls, ueai),y in the loUow^ing 
teim. . — 

" This ship must beconsideied as being 
employed at the time of capture in cairy- 
ing slaves fifliii the coast of Africa to a 
Spaiiisli Co-lo'ny. We think that this was 
evidently the ougmalplan and pnipose of 
the voyage, iiotwithstaiiding the pietcnce 
set up to vei' the tiue intention. The clai- 
maiii, bowevei, whoisan American, eom-i 
plains ot the capture, and demands fiom 
us the lestitution of propeity of \vhich he 
alleges thathe has been unjustly dispossess- 
ed, In all the former cases of this kin*ly 
which have come before this'couit, the 
slave trade was liable to coiisideiations 
vefly difieient from those which belong to 
it now. It had at that time been piobib- 
iied (as far as respected cairymg slaves to 
the colonies ©ffoieign nation^yby America, 
but by our own laws it was still allowed. 
It appealed to us therefoie, difficult to 
consider the piobibitory law of Aineiica, 
in any other light than as" one of those 
municipal legulations of a foieign state of 
uhich this couit could not take any cog- 
nizJnct. But by the alteiation, which has 
siiice'tdken place, the question stands on 
different giounds, and is open to the appli- 
cation ot very diffeieiit pimeiples The 
slave tiade has since been totaHy abolish- 
ed by this countiy, and our legislature has 
pioiiounced it to be contraiy to thepnii- 
C'ples of justice and hamaiiity. Whatever 
we might think as individuals before, we 
could not, sitting as judges in a Britisli 
cooi-t of justice, regaid the tiade m that 
l.ght, while our own laws peimitted it. — 



